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All this and much more did I owe to the guidance of my
good friend and preceptor, old Squares. For when I had
been nearly a year at work, and had earned a report on my
efficiency which, egotistical as is this book, I should not
dare to put into print, I went up to Calcutta for a change,
and found some local excitement about the appointment of
Secretary to the Income-Tax Commission. The tax was
the chief plank in Mr Wilson's financial scheme, and had
been introduced in the face of much opposition. A care*
fully chosen Commission, composed of merchants, officials,
European and Indian, with a dozen picked assessors, had
been appointed not only to manage the Act: in Calcutta,
but to control its working in other parts of India. A well-
known man, L------, who had once been a merchant in

Calcutta, had been appointed Secretary to the Commission.
The appointment caused some comment at the tiino, awl
just before my visit to Calcutta a despatch had been rttceivwl
from the Secretary of State ordering that the appointment
should be cancelled. A new man had to be cho.sen, who,
in the existing state of feeling in India against the tax,
and about the appointment itself, would have no easy time
of it. One of the most remarkable persons in Calcutta in
those days was Mrs Monty: Turnbull, wife of Monty:, the
most popular of sporting colonels, who had won the Cal-
cutta Derby with that most glorious of Arabs, old Hermit*
She was an acknowledged "character/1 The daughter of
Apperley, "Nimrod" of the preceding generation, she had
inherited all her father's knowledge of, and love for, animals.
She had in Calcutta what was as nearly as possible a
tempered with the chance of one's great toe being nibbled
or one's leg damaged during the evening by           squirrel

from Zanzibar, or by some other wild beast that had strolled
from the menagerie in the adjoining back drawing-room,
and which would attack a guest quite independently of his
having any special scientific interest in the particular
At her parties were to be met what she claimed to be the
most interesting people ia Calcutta* She was an